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466 JOTTBNAL OF NEGBO HlSTOBY 

Lee, Mass. April 23, 1917. 
Caeter G. "Woodson, 

Editor, Journal of Negro History, 
Washington, D. C. 
Bear Sir: 

The enclosed tracing of a mannseript in my possession may, or 
may not be of interest enough to publish in your magazine. The 
Ms. came into my hands in the autumn of 1863 while I was serv- 
ing in the ranks of the 10th Mass. Inf. At that time the regiment 
was stationed at Bristoe Station, on the R. R. between Alexandria 
and Fredericksburg. A detail which had been sent to Prince 
"William Court House at Brentsville for some purpose brought to 
our camp some manuscripts, among them that from which the 
tracing has been made, and which I thought of interest enough 
to preserve. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) D. M. "Wilcox. 

A Marriage Contract made this 12th day of January in the Year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Fifty six Between 
John Brunskill of the Parish of Hamilton and County of Prince 
Will" 1 Clerk, and Edward Humston of the above said Parish and 
County Witnesseth that the s, d John — Brunskill doth Contract & 
agree with the said Humston, that he the said John Brunskill will 
have to his wife Ann Humston, daughter to the said Edward 
Humston and in Consideration of which the said Humston doth 
agree to & with the said Brunskill that he the said Humston will 
at the day of Marriage Lend 1 unto the s d Ann Humston as a Main- 
tenance during her life The Following Negroes, To wit, Jude, 
Lucy & three children John, Mary and Betty, and also one Negroe 
man named Tom, Jun. on proviso y* the said Brunskill doth pay 
unto y. e said Humston ten pounds P Ann for four years in Con- 
sideration of the hire of the said Negroes, And at her y. e said Ann 
Humstons death y.« s<* Negroes to fall to her Eldest son by the 
y e s* Brunskill but if she shou'd not have a son by the said Brunskill 
they are to fall Heir by the s a Brunskill they are to fall to her 
Eldest Daughter by the said Brunskill, but if she should die with- 
out Heir by the s d Brunskill they are at the Death of her and the 
said Brunskill to fall to the Heir at Law. And for the Perform- 
ance of the above Contract We do bind ourselves our heirs &c 
Either to other in the Penal sum of five hundred Pounds Sterlg. 
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In witness whereof We have set our hands & seals the day and 
Year above Written — 
Signed sealed and Deliver 'd } 
in the Presence of — j 

Edward Humston (L.S.) 
Tho. Marshall John Brunskill JuN r (L.S.) 

his 
John X Warring 
Mark 

At a Court held for prince William County the 22. of March 1756 
This Marriage Contract was proved by the oaths of the witnesses 
hereto & ordered to be recorded. 

Test John Graham Clerk. 

Letters on Reconstruction Records 

Tuskegee Institute, Alabama. 
July 3, 1920. 
Dr. C. G. Woodson, 
1216 U Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 
My Dear Dr. Woodson: 

Attached are names of additional Negro members of the North 
and South Carolina legislatures and a letter from Mrs. M. E. 
Richardson about an additional member of the Alabama legisla- 
ture. Attached also is a letter by Mr. John W. Cromwell. These 
should be published in the Journal Kindly publish the same in 
the Journal, under documents and oblige, 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) Monroe N. Work. 
Monroe N. Work, 
Editor, Negro Year Book. 
MNW/FEH 
Three enclosures. 

To the Editor of The Planet: 

Will you for the sake of history allow this communication in 
your columns? It has been repeatedly charged that we have no 
racial history. If we are challenged with respect to certain events 
we admit the imputation by our silence. A different course would 
correct much error. The Journal of Negro History for January 



